[Pharyngeal and tracheal flora in intubated neonates: interrelations and role of streptococci].
Fourteen neonates intubated within 48 hours of birth were studied for a mean period of two weeks. None were candidates for antimicrobial therapy. Microorganism loads were evaluated twice a week, quantitatively in the pharynx and semiquantitatively in the trachea. Most microorganisms recovered were Gram-positive cocci. All species acquired reached 10(7) CFU/g by the time of the second sampling. All species recovered from the pharynx were recovered from the trachea within 0.25 weeks. The presence of alpha-hemolytic streptococci did not modify the other populations. A colonization pattern similar to that seen in the digestive tract but with specific features due to countercurrent colonization is suggested.